The Protective Crown

A Homeowner’s Diagnostic Guide to Chimney \
Caps, Material Durability, and Weather-Tight i
Replacements in New Zealand.
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RAIN GUARD

Stops precipitation from
entering the flue, preventing
internal water damage

and damp issues.
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DRAFT CONTROL

Anti-downdraught designs use
wind dynamics to improve chimney
draw and prevent smoke from
blowing back into the living space.

WILDLIFE EXCLUSION

Wire mesh barriers prevent
birds and small animals from
nesting and blocking hazardous
carbon monoxide exhausts.

SPARK ARRESTANCE

Contains hot embers to
prevent roof fires, crucial in
areas prone to summer
wildfires.
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Five visible signs of structural or functional failure
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1| 1. The Missing Tf | 2. Missing Key ‘| 3.Rustand
.--...| Cap H- | Features m  Corrosion
The flue is completely exposed. Older caps lack protective wire Subpar materials become brittle,
Causes immediate water ingress mesh on the sides or lack a inviting structural collapse and
and critter entry. removable hood for sweep access. easy access for wildlife.

<5 4. Physical 5. Aesthetic
Damage Clash
Smashed hoods from tree limbs or Recent roof, brick, or paint
bent mesh from wind. Even slight renovations render the old cap
deformities disrupt the drafting visually incompatible with the
physics and allow bat/squirrel entry. home's exterior.
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Minor roofline failures cascade into major structural damage

{ Compromised Mesh }

or Missing Cap
Path 1: Moisture Path 2: Blockage
! j
Wildlife Nesting /
[ Water Ingress } { Debris Accumulation ]

Rusted Firebox &
Deteriorating Baffle Plates

Blocked Flue Seams ]

Costly Reconstruction Critical Health Hazard

&1 NotebookLM



The New Zealand replacement matrix and pricing guide
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| . . Standard rain deflection. |
é Conical (Pointed Hat) T O T o s Est. NZD $70 - $97

Engineered for high-wind areas.
Anti-Downdraught Actively improves fireplace efficiency | Est. NZD $80 - $130
by preventing smoke blowback. |
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Minimalist aesthetic. |
Low Line [ Butterfly Best for outdoor ovens or areas Est. NZD $81- $95
requiring low visual impact. |

Heavy-duty dual fitting (suits 150mm
Combination Cowl inner / 250mm outer flues). Includes Est. NZD $167
fixed brackets.
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Meeting the MBIE B2 Durability
standard in coastal environments

The B2 Mandate

New Zealand building elements must
satisfy functional requirements for specific
intended lives. Chimney caps fall under the
15-year minimum functional requirement.

Marine-Grade 316 Stainless Steel / Copper

Coastal Proximity

Homes within coastal zones legally and practically require marine-grade 316 Stainless Steel
or Copper to resist rapid salt-accelerated corrosion and meet B2 compliance.

Inland Zones

Standard galvanized steel is generally sufficient to meet the 15-year lifespan where
salt-spray is absent.




The hidden costs of DIY installation versus professional execution

The DIY Risk

- Perceived upfront savings.

* Risks of loose fittings and incorrect sizing
leading to blow-offs.

» Severe risk of voiding home insurance policies
if resultant water or fire damage stems from
non-compliant, uncertified work.

" The Professional Standard <
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» Assured draft performance and exact sizing. .

* New Zealand Home Heating Association
(NZHHA) compliance.

* Guaranteed weather-tightness.
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- Complete peace of mind for insurance claims

regarding pre-2005 and modern installations.
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Engineering the ultimate weathertight seal at the penetration

Flexible Cone Sleeve

Adapts perfectly to varied
pipe sizes without soldering.

Extreme Material Science

World-class UV and
ozone-resistant rubber.
Retains flexibility from -50°C
up to +115°C continuously
(withstanding intermittent
spikes to 150°C).

Bonded Aluminium Flange

Creates a heavy-duty,
low-profile anchor to the
roof.
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The three-step replacement process

Inspection & Measurement

A professional assessment identifies
the exact flue shape (round, square,
rectangular), size, and any existing
damage to firebricks, baffle plates, or
seals.

Material & Type Selection Installation & Compliance
Choosing the correct geometry (e.g., Securing the cap, installing Dektite

anti-downdraught vs. conical) and flexible flashing for a guaranteed seal,

ensuring the metal grade matches and ensuring the work meets NZHHA
local coastal durability requirements. standards for insurance validity.
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The most cost-effective defense
for the modern home

A precisely engineered chimney cap is a minor investment with
massive structural leverage. By managing thermal dynamics,
excluding wildlife, and repelling extreme coastal weather, it protects
the entirety of the home below it.
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